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Spike Lee’s Vision Meets Fruition:
Journalism and Sports Program becomes a minor
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After three years of groundwork, Morehouse 
College has introduced a new 
minor to the student body. The 
Journalism and Sports Pro­
gram has finally received the 
green light to permute from 
a concentration to a minor. 
The program now requires 
18 credit hours for the minor, 
and it is offered for students 
of any major.
The minor provides a vi­
able foundation in the prin­
cipals of news writing, with 
a broad emphasis on sports. 
In the past, students mistak­
enly tagged the program as a




After a year of renova­tions, the Robert W. 
Woodruff library opened its 
doors once again to students 
of the Atlanta University 
Center. On Thursday, Aug. 26 
the library hosted "A Ribbon 
Cutting and Celebration,” in 
commemoration of its “Phase 
I” of a two-phase renovation 
cycle. Woodruff, affectionate-
sports journalism concentra­
tion, however, the concentra­
tion turned minor focuses on 
all facets of print journalism.
Under the English depart­
ment, the Journalism and 
Sports minor offers four re­
quired courses (12 credit 
hours in total): ENG 258 
Basic News Writing, ENG 
378 Sports Reporting, ENG 
388 New Media Technology 
and Kinesiology 100 History 
and Principles of Health and 
Physical Education.
The remaining six credit 
hours can consist of a jour­
nalism or sports-related in­
ternship and any journal­
ism elective. In place of the 
aforementioned, students 
may choose between ENG
ly known as “Club Woody” 
to the AUC, had recently shut 
down parts of its building for 
the renovations, a plan which 
was developed in 1995 by the 
library’s board of trustees and 
s aff. Their goal was to “trans­
form the space into a dynamic 
and technologically advanced 
learning center.”
Thursday’s unveiling saw 
steps closer to that goal, as 
students received access to 
new computer equipment, 
wireless print, new and ad-
368 Advanced News Writing: 
Crafting the Complex Article 
and any of the remaining nine 
journalism electives.
Space is still available in all 
of the journalism courses this 
semester. Spelman and Clark 
Atlanta students are strongly 
encouraged to enroll as well.
Considering the program’s 
unique inception, adminis­
trators and students find this 
advancement significantly tri­
umphant. A mere demograph­
ic observation gave rise to 
what the Morehouse commu­
nity knows today as the Jour­
nalism and Sports Program.
The late Ralph Wiley, a 
sports columnist, and famed 
filmmaker Shelton “Spike” 
Lee ’79 were perplexed by
ditional seating, and a cafe 
dubbed “Woodies.”
There were over three hun­
dred guests that attended the 
afternoon ribbon cutting cere­
mony. Guests included Atlan­
ta Mayor Kasim Reed, presi­
dents of the AUC institutions, 
representatives of the Coca 
Cola Foundation and Bank 
of America corporation, the 
Robert W. Woodruff board of 
trustees, AUC staff members 
and students.
“It makes me proud to see
the scarce amount of Black 
sports journalists. Research 
shows that only six percent of 
newspaper sports journalists 
are Black. This bewilderment 
compelled Lee and Wiley to 
galvanize the college to birth 
a program that would breed 
competitive and flourishing 
Black sports journalists.
In 1999, Lee and Wiley pro­
posed the idea of a journalism 
program to Morehouse. After 
being approved by the col­
lege, Lee raised $1 million 
to fund the program. A few 
years later Morehouse be­
gan a nationwide search for 
a program director. In 2006, 
Kathleen Johnson, special as-
See SPIKE, page 2 ►
so many people involved 
and excited about our new 
library,” Clark Atlanta crimi­
nal justice sophomore Bianca 
Rodgers said.
The library plans to spend 
$16 million on the redesign­
ing plan for the new learn­
ing center. The Woodruff 
library was named in honor 
of the late Robert Winship 
Woodruff, former CEO of the 
Coca Cola Company. “This
See LIBRARY, page 2 ►
Kevin Mallory
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James A. Bell visitedMorehouse College this 
past Monday in the Bank of 
America Auditorium. Bell, 
Chief Financial Officer of 
Boeing, the world’s largest 
aerospace company, spoke in 
front of hundreds of students 
and faculty that filled the au­
ditorium with hopes of hear­
ing the highest ranking Black 
male at Boeing impart words 
of wisdom and encourage­
ment.
“I think it was a tremen­
dous opportunity to see an 
African-American in such a 
high position as the CFO,” 
Aaron Brown said. Brown, a 
senior accounting major from 
Woodbridge, VA, believes 
that an individual like Bell 
could serve as an inspiration 
to young black males.
“It’s definitely inspiring be­
cause when you go to corpo­
rate America as a Black male, 
you really don’t see a lot of 
African-Americans out there. 
Just to see someone coming 
from the bottom to reaching 
the top as the CEO is really 
inspiring.”
James Moss, a senior ac­
counting major from Wash­
ington, D.C., agreed that 
a figure like Bell could do
wonders for galvanizing the 
efforts and spirits of younger 
people.
“I'm glad that he has taken 
the initiative to come back 
and to reach out to students 
at places like Morehouse be­
cause his presence as a role 
model has the ability to in­
spire others to go to the places 
where he has been during his 
career,” Moss said.
The event, part of the Lead­
ership Lecture Series, was 
titled “A Conversation with 
James A. Bell.” It included 
a student-led panel question 
and answer with Mr. Bell and 
questions directed to Mr. Bell 
taken from the students in the 
audience.
Key points touched upon 
during Bell’s talk were ethics 
and diversity, and Nicholas 
Fisher appreciated the atten­
tion to corporate subjects.
“I thought it was very in­
teresting that corporate issues 
like ethics were discussed,” 
Fisher, a senior accounting 
major from Baton Rouge, La., 
said. “I think it is important to 
our professional development 
and also to our character de­
velopment.”
During his address. Bell ex­
plained that a person is their 
brand and that how one acts 
goes into determining their
See BOEING, page 2 ►
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SPIKE Lee Contributes to Formation of New Journalism and Sports Minor
◄ continued from front page
sistant to the Morehouse pres­
ident. attended a National As­
sociation of Black Journalists 
(NABJ) convention to solicit 
for a prospective director of 
the program.
Ron Thomas, an avid sports 
writer for more than 20 years, 
was present at that conven­
tion. Thomas applied for the 
position, underwent a series 
of interviews and was subse­
quently hired, becoming the 
Journalism and Sports Pro­
gram’s first director.
The program, however, 
became a work in progress. 
In 2007, it offered only one 
course, Basic News Writing, 
with only eight students in its 
first semester. Thereon, the pro­
gram met notable progression.
“Growing a program is a 
long process,” Thomas said. 
“There are a lot of pieces to 
put together. You want to 
keep it academically sound.”
Within a three-year span, 
the Journalism and Sports 
Program courses has attract­
ed 119 students, of which 37 
have taken more than one 
course in the program.
Thomas contends that the 
program has distinguished it­
self as “something unique,” 
given its ability to bring promi­
nent journalists and sports fig­
ures to the college. Two weeks 
after Barack Obama was elect­
ed president, the Journalism 
and Sports Program sponsored 
“Covering Change.” The panel
BOEING CFO Speaks at Morehouse 
Leadership Center
LIBRARY Completes Most Recent 
Renovations
Morehouse College President Robert M. Franklin and Boeing CFO James A. Bell (r)
◄ continued from front page
reputation. He also stated that while 
diversity is a key aspect, it should not 
only be looked at through the lens of 
race or ethnicity. Bell explained the 
need to have a diversified skill set.
“You have to have people who 
work well in a team environment,” 
Bell said. “Everything we (Boeing) 
do has a multi-dimensioned disci­
pline. People have to work together 
and be able to communicate with 
each other.
“That’s why diversity is so key be­
cause the obvious diversity and the 
difficulty around that forces you to 
develop a skill set that deals with the 
bigger diversity of thought, where 
people come from, and how their per­
spectives are driven.”
With such a need for diversity' at the 
corporate level. Brown feels that students 
at Morehouse are in a prime position to 
seize opportunities that are available.
“I think it is very important that 
companies, especially at a time 
when there is a dire need for diver­
sity, come to schools like Morehouse, 
where we are cultivating leaders who 
are thought provoking and willing to 
do anything and everything to be suc­
cessful.”
Bradley Feemster, a junior finance/ 
accounting major served as modera­
tor of the panel. The rest of the stu­
dent panelists were:
Luke Yancy, Jr., senior computer 
science/mathematics major 
Michael Street, senior physics/ 
mathematics major 
Cavanaugh Welch, senior applied 
physics/engineering major 
Miles Fuller, junior biology major 
Marquette Moore, senior psychol­
ogy major
Camron Yarber, senior accounting 
major
Aaron Brown, senior accounting 
major
◄ continued from front page
institution is our investment in yes­
terday, today and tomorrow,” Ingrid 
Saunders Jones, VP of the Coca Cola 
Foundation said.
“I hope that the renovations do 
help with the library 's atmosphere. It 
needs more people to come out dur­
ing the school year, not just during fi­
nals and midterms. I can spend count­
less hours in the library.” Morehouse 
junior Gary McCrear said.
“It is no longer just a library,” Rodg­
ers said. More than a library is correct 
Woodruff has over 1.6 million items. 
Print and electronic books, govern­
ment documents, videos, DVDs and 
CDs are just some of the items avail­
able for students.
“These archives will be the place 
that people will come forever to read 
the MLK letters.” said Jones “If you 
don't collect your stories, others will 
tell it wrong” she explained.
“The ceremony is interesting and 
unique because you would not ex­
discussion featured 
five prominent Black 
reporters, including 
Pulitzer Prize winner 
Les Payne. Panelists 
discussed their expe­
riences of covering 
the first Black presi­
dential candidate 
with a legitimate 




chael Wilbon visited 
the college last fall to 
share his profession­
al insight with aspir­
ing AUC journalists.
Lee himself hosted 
a peer discussion as 
well as a preview of 
his film “Kobe Doin’
Work” about NBA 
star Kobe Bryant.
The program has 
given many of its 
students opportuni­
ties to improve both 
their writing and reporting 
skills. Students have report­
ed at sporting events, where 
they interviewed athletes and 
coaches, and covered a speech 
by noted political journalist Jeff 
Greenfield.
Some students got a more 
personal experience. Last 
March, NBA star Chris Web­
ber had lunch with student 
reporters. In the classroom, 
students learned to master 
the craft of newswriting, and 
many have obtained promis­
ing internships and accep­
Boston Globe columnist Derrick Jackson talks to recent Morehouse grad Christian Bryant after “Covering Change” 
panel discussion
tance into graduate programs.
Clark Atlanta University se­
nior Nicolette Tucker took the 
program's Sports Reporting 
class. “I got the opportunity 
to meet Ken Hudson, the first 
black (fulltime NBA) referee,” 
Tucker said. “I was completely 
inspired." The media arts ma­
jor is currently participating in 
the Washington Semester Pro­
gram at American University.
Morehouse graduate Mat­
thew McKnight took Basic 
News Writing his senior year, 
and later gained acceptance 
to Georgetown University’s
Journalism Program. “I took 
the class to gain exposure to 
developing a critical eye to my 
own writing,” McKnight said. 
McKnight contended that he 
was able to “grow and learn 
intricate details” that he would 
not have learned had he not 
enrolled in the Journalism and 
Sports Program.
While the program has finally 
reached minor status, Thomas 
is confident that the program 
will one day become a major. 
Lee, the “School Daze” di­
rector and actor, is frequently 
updated on the program's hap­
penings. As the Journalism 
and Sports Program Director, 
Thomas hopes to continue Lee’s 
vision of producing prominent 
Black journalists. Thomas rec­
ognizes that having the minor 
at Morehouse, the only all-male 
Black institution in the nation, is 
rather significant.
“What makes Morehouse 
unique is that the college’s 
goal is to produce successful 
leaders,” he said. “That’s the 
ultimate goal of our program; 
to contribute to the next gen­
eration of decision makers and 
image shapers in the media.”
pect most of that at a normal library. 
Having Clark Atlanta’s drum majors, 
Spelman’s choir and Morehouse’s 
band was amazing. It was really good 
to see everybody coming together as 
The AUC, to celebrate what we all 
should take pride in.”
“I like how the library can be a 
mecca for all of the institutions to 
come together and be one. These 
new renovations not only help the 
library but it creates a safe heaven 
where student from all four AUC 
institutions can come to enjoy each 
other” says Angelo James, a Clark 
Atlanta University social work ju­
nior. “I think its really important be­
cause sometimes we forget that we 
are one big AUC family” said the 
Cleveland, Ohio native.
Reed descirbed the event as a 
“unique high”. “In these times of 
hardships is when the measures of 
leaders are tested” Reed said, de­
scribing Woodruff as “a library that is 
worth the lives and aspirations of the 
people that occupy it.”
Recycle The Maroon Tiger
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The U.S. government passed a stimulus bill, the American Recovery and Re­
investment Act of 2009, which awarded a 
whopping $4.35 billion to the Department 
of Education for the Race to the Top (RTT) 
initiative. States apply for funds to help 
them implement substantive education re­
form.
This program is expected to directly im­
pact 13.6 million students, and 980.000 
teachers in 25.000 schools. The competi­
tion is based on a 500 point scale, on the 
following criteria: State Success Factors, 
Standards and Assessments. Data Systems 
to Support Instruction, Great Teachers 
and Leaders, Turning Around the Lowest- 
Achieving Schools, the nebulous '‘General” 
and “Emphasis on STEM (Science. Tech­
nology, Engineering, Mathematics). The 
aforementioned criteria make up the RTT 
metric worth 25 percent, 14 Percent, nine 
percent, 28 percent, 10 percent, 11 percent 
and three percent respectively.
President Barack Obama said, in an­
nouncing the RTT competition, that it is 
not “based on politics, or ideology, or the 
preferences of a particular interest group.” 
Instead, he proclaimed that the program is 
to underline a “simple principle.”
That principal being “whether a state is 
ready to do what works.” In this pronounce­
ment, he also said “not every state will win” 
and not every school district “will be happy 
with the results, but America’s children, 
America’s economy, America itself will be 
better for it—better standards, better teach­
ing, better schools.”
Spearheading the competition within the 
President’s Cabinet is the U.S. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan. He and Obama 
asserted that the funds are not to be doled 
out by schools nationwide. Rather, the pro­
gram was brought into existence to incen- 
tivize and catalyze the educational reform 
process.
Schools are thus given the opportunity 
to receive grants based on innovative mea­
sures that they devise to ensure that Amer­
ica’s youth are learning at a world-class 
level.
The competition for RTT funds has been 
taxing, calling for governors to swiftly or­
ganize existing resources to underwrite 
extensive grant-writing





Associate World & Local Editor 
D wiggin 1 @scmail .spelman .edu




Paul A. Daniels, II
World & Local News Editor 
paul .danielsii @ gmail .com
On Aug. 24, during the U.S. congress’ re- cess. Rep. John Boehner (R-Ohio) intro­
duced a five-point plan to the constituents of Ohio 
that would lead to economic recovery-barring Demo­
crats do not regain the majority in the House and the Senate 
in November.
If Republicans were to gain the power (meaning a majority of the
votes) in the Senate and the House, Boehner said that he would call for the firing 
of Timothy Geithner, Treasury Secretary and Lawrence Summers, the head of the Na­
tional Economic Council. Boehner also called for the extension of the Bush Tax Cuts.
Republicans, like Boehner, believe that tax cuts pay for themselves by generating 
revenue and a consumer market that wants to spend. In an interview on NBC’s Meet 
the Press, former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan denied that tax cuts, in 
the Boehner and his party want them will produce revenue. “I’m very much in 
favor of tax cuts but not with borrowed money and the problem that we have gotten 
into in recent years is spending programs with borrowed money, tax cuts with borrowed 
money...and at the end of the day that proves disastrous. My view is I don’t think we 
can p&y subtle policy here,” Greenspan said.
Boehner’s speech drew criticism from high-ranking Democratic leaders such as 
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-Califomia) who said “failed Bush economic 
policies that produced a deep recession, record deficits, a loss of eight million jobs and 
an unprecedented financial crisis.”
“They took the $237 billion surplus they inherited from the Clinton administration 
and left us with a $1.3 trillion deficit, and, in the process, quadrupled the national 
debt—all before we had turned on the lights in the West Wing,” U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden Jr. said, in regard to the tax cuts.
On CNN’s “Fareed Zakaria GPS,” Zakaria reported that the expiration of the Bush 
Tax Cuts would reduce the deficit by 30 percent.
The current Federal Reserve Chairman testified in front of the House Financial Ser­
vices Committee. “In the short term I would believe that we ought to maintain a rea­
sonable degree of fiscal support, stimulus for the economy.. .there are many ways to do 
that. This is one way,” Bernanke said.
Referring to the Federal Reserve buying U.S. debt, Bernanke announced on Saturday, 
Aug. 28, that “the committee is prepared to provide additional monetary accommoda­
tion through unconventional measures if it proves necessary, especially if the outlook 
were to deteriorate significantly.”
ical energy and leadership to cajole school 
districts and teacher unions to, not only go 
along with, but endorse applications for the 
program. Others had to press legislators to 
change state laws on charter schools and 
teacher evaluations, causing much strife, 
as seen in the educational maelstrom taking 
place in Washington with Michelle Rhee, 
chancellor of the District of Columbia Pub­
lic Schools system.
Over 40 states, including the District of 
Columbia, entered the competition initial­
ly. The competition has recently concluded 
phase two and is pursuant of implementing 
a phase three in 2011. Of these states, 16 
were named finalists. In late March 2010, 
two states, Delaware and Tennessee, were 
announced as winners of the first phase.
They both earned a significant amount of 
money. Delaware earned $ 100 million (which 
translates to $800 per pupil) and Tennessee 
earned $500 million (or $500 per pupil). In 
each case, the award represents approximate­
ly seven percent of the total expendi­




cause the two states won phase one’s com­
petitive, it was assumed by education pun­
dits that Delaware and Tennessee were the 
best states of phase two. The reality is that 
the margin of victory for these states was 
quite slim. According to an Education De­
partment press release, while peer review­
ers rated the winning 10 states as having 
the highest scoring plans, very few points 
separated them from the remaining applica­
tions.
The deciding factor on the number of 
winners selected was therefore contin­
gent on both the quality of the applica­
tions and available funds. Duncan has 
expressed that while he is “very hope­
ful” that there will be a phase three of 
RTT, he aims to “partner” with every 
state that has applied thus far to help 
them find ways to actuate their proposed 
reforms independent of RTT grants. 
Ironically, with the help of the amended 
Title I, another educational reform ef­
fort put in place under the infamous “No 
Child Left Behind” Act of 2001 of the 
Bush administration.
Controversy has surrounded RTT’s scale 
of educational reform success. Secretary 
Duncan has inferred that the winning states 
were chosen because they outlined the 
boldest plans for shaking up their school 
systems. The onus to earn money, then,
\ must be on the states.
■
■
• $ J Now Hiring: D.E.A. 
V j ‘Be Needin Dem’
I Ebonics Translators
The Drug Enforcement Agency is currently searching for a tunique, extraordinary type of agent to equip their agency 
with the ability to crack wiretaps. Due to the use of Ebonics to avoid police de­
tection in drug trafficking, the DEA intend on hiring nine Ebonics translators skilled in 
understanding what many know as “African American English.”
The search has started with a solicitation to contractors associated with various com­
panies across the United States to conjure translators in over 100 languages, including 
Jamaican patois.
“I think it’s a language form that the DEA recognizes a need to have someone versed in 
to conduct investigations,” Special Agent Michael Sanders explained.
According to a DEA post Fox News followed, the job description insists the position re­
quires “monitoring varying numbers of communications intercepts during any given shift 
[to produce] reliable and accurate transcripts.”
Fox News also emphasizes the DEA’s attempt to deny discriminatory action by making 
a inference to the talent certain rap artists such as, Eminem, have in communicating mes­
sages with words and dialect DEA officials aren’t versed in translating. However, an in­
tense amount of faith is being put into potential translators of predominantly black regions 
such as the South East, including Atlanta, New Orleans and Miami.
Walt Wolfram, an English linguistics Professor at North Carolina State University, ar­
gued that “the concept is right and good.” Although there may be some opposition to the 
idea of hiring the translators due to the controversy associated with Ebonics, Sanders rein­
forces Wolfram’s ideas by highlighting a positive outlook on the situation.
“Ebonics is no longer spoken only by African-Americans,” Sanders said.
He reminisced on previous investigations when African-Americans, Latinos and white 
people spoke Ebonics. “It crosses over geographic, racial and ethnic backgrounds,” he 
said.
£ J Recycle The Maroon Tiger
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Are you a Mac or a Windows PC? While 
other competitors have 
come, gone and tried to 
stay relevant, this has been 
the biggest debate in com­
puter history and the ques­
tion people have constantly 
asked themselves. Experts 
also ask whether the Mac or 
Windows PC outperforms 
the other one in the com­
puter world. For their dif­
ferent reasons, like Mac's 
extensive music and pho­
tography software or a PC's 
ever-changing Windows 
software, these two titans 
have been dueling for the 
last 15 years. Steve Jobs 
and Bill Gates, the CEOs 
of these two companies re­
spectively, have been pull­
ing the strings as the power 
giants in the industry, and 
are showing no signs of 
slowing.
While the two seem com­
pletely different in compar­
ison, Apple’s conception 
was similar to Windows. 
Two men, Steve Wozniak 
and Steve Jobs, started the 
multi-billion dollar com­
pany out of a garage. From 
researching Apple, the 
known pros and cons with 
the computer and its OS are 
easy to target. Most of Mac 
computers and their com­
ponents are built and pro­
duced in-house, like other 
companies such as Dell, HP 
etc. They are a proprietor 
of all the equipment com­
panies that go into the com­
puter from the hard drive to 
the screen. In the past, Mac 
has outsourced the proces­
sors to Intel but now cre­
ate them in-house as well. 
Since this change in manu­
facturing, the processor is 
now said to handle 24 GB 
of ram in a laptop, which 
has been unheard of thus far 
in technological history.
Another pro that Mac 
computers have is the abil­
ity to run a boot camp or 
“parallel." This ability al­
lows you to run more than 
one OS. meaning Mac OS 
and Windows OS can run 
on the same hard drive 
without performance loss. 
Running this parallel gives 
you a chance to run Win­
dows programs. Also, a 
more common reason peo­
ple have chosen Mac over 
Windows PC is because of 
its lower susceptibility to 
viruses then PC. An Ohio 
article "The Pros and Cons 
of Apple" states "There are 
about 60,000 viruses known 
for Windows, 40 or so for 
the Macintosh."
For all of its greatness, 
nothing in life comes with­
out flaws and Mac is no dif­
ferent. The average price 
range for a Mac is $300 
to $500 dollars more than 
its competitors. Also, you
cannot run very many pro­
grams on Mac O$ because 
the way it is compiled for 
the OS (meaning that the 
code used to run the pro­
gram on the Operating Sys­
tem: Java C++ etc.). This 
disability of running some 
programs on Mac hinders it 
so people are forced to run 
the parallel.
Mac’s rival began with 
Bill Gates in the basement 
of his mother's house. He 
has grown an empire that 
has pushed him to become 
the richest man in the world. 
Even though by popular de­
mand. most people in the 
world prefer Mac. there are 
still some that like the con­
sistent revolving PC evolu­
tion from DOS prompt to the 
new Windows 7. Even with 
the multiple problems that 
plague the PC world in the 
past has become more of a 
faint pass. With all the tech­
nological developments by 
Windows PC programmers, 
they were able to prevent 
most of the damages to the 
computer its self.
One of the pros about 
Windows PC computers is 
that they are very afford­
able. Most lower class or 
middle class people can 
even afford a laptop mini 
for about 300-plus dollars. 
They are just as efficient 
as the bigger three pound 
laptops that most people 
carry around. Another pro 
that Windows PC have are 
the endless programs that 
are made for the Windows. 
This gives the user the abil­
ity to have many different 
programs at their disposal.
While PC programs are 
more accessible, the com­
puters themselves are more 
susceptible to viruses from 
outside hackers. Windows 
PC are also more prone to 
crash if not treated properly, 
meaning that it needs to be 
powered down on a regular 
and defragged a few times a 
month.
All in all. the computer sys­
tems do not matter. An anon­
ymous author once said. "No 
computer system matters; 
it has been and will always 
be the user that causes prob­
lems," meaning people need 
to watch what they down­
load, keep their anti-virus 
up to date, and watch what 
emails they open. Despite 
outperforming Windows PC 
in hardware and abilities, 
Mac or any computer will 
work fine if you just protect 
it like you protect your body 
from outside harm.





Bullying was something believed to have oc­
curred in elementary, middle 
school and even high school. 
Through the development 
of technology, it has moved 
into another dimension: the 
cyber world. “Cyber bully­
ing" is when a young person 
is tormented, threatened, ha­
rassed, humiliated, embar­
rassed or targeted by another 
young person through the use 
of the internet or other digital 
technologies, with the use of 
mobile phones included. With 
social networking sites like 
Facebook, My space. Form 
$pring, Twitter and others, in­
timidating or harassing others 
without reaping any repercus­
sions have grown easier.
One of the first major cases 
of cyber bullying was seen 
back in 2006 with the case 
of Lori Drew, a woman from 
Missouri who bullied 13 year- 
old Megan Meier through a
fake Myspace page; resulting 
with Megan committing sui­
cide.
In 2009, a ninth grader was 
arrested for creating a website 
that highlighted a classmate. 
The site included photos and 
anonymous insulting com­
ments. While schools have 
become active in using their 
authority to punish cases of 
cyber bullying, there is no 
federal law that would deem 
such cases to be criminal.
However, cyber bullying is 
not only limited to our youth 
today. We can even see cyber 
bullying as adolescents and 
young adults. In the sum­
mer of 2007, a music pro­
fessor was shocked to And 
that someone had created a 
counterfeit Facebook page, 
defacing his name, aiming 
countless insults at him, and 
heavily criticizing his teach­
ing style.
The professor said that the 
content on the page was "un­
pleasant. ugly, and imma­
ture.” The student was never 
discovered.
Lawmakers are currently at­
tempting to pass a new legis­
lation that will address cyber 
bullying. The new proposed 
federal law is said to make it 
illegal to use electronic means 
to "coerce, intimidate, harass 
or cause other substantial 
emotional distress." Just last 
August California was the 
first sate to pass a law that 
directly dealt with cyber bul­
lying. Assembly Bill 86 2008 
gives school administration 
the authority to discipline stu­
dents for bullying one another 
both on and off the Internet.
There are ways to stay cy­
ber safe through forms of 
education. Schools can assist 
the issue of cyber bullying by 
working closely with parents. 
Our communities can help by 
providing people with aware­
ness, protection and recourse 
for the problem. A number of 
organizations and businesses 
have joined into a coalition to 
provide prevention, and even­
tually. termination of cyber 
bullying and cyber harass­
ment.
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Has Photoshop Killed Photography?
Sescily R. Coney
Business & Tech Editor 
sescilyrenee@gmail.com
After 14 years of making women and girls flaunt 
their "phat”, Simmons has de­
cided to part ways with Phat 
Fashions and her beloved 
Baby Phat. Simmons's reason­
ing for her abrupt departure 
and removal from all creative 
oversight, including the inclu­
sion of her two daughters as 
models, was simple - she was 
ready to move on and “create 
a new phenomenon." As de­
lightful and sage as that may 
sound coming from a 35-year- 
old mother of three, representa­
tives from Baby Phat are telling 
a much different tale.
According to a statement 
released by a Baby Phat rep­
resentative. Simmons didn't 
excuse herself from the lime­
light; she was fired. Kellwood 
Company, the official owner 
of Baby Phat, released Sim­
mons because of her excessive 
habit of going over the budget. 
Simmons has been known to 
include fees that would pay for 
her and her daughters. Aoki 
and Ming Lee. to appear in 
company ads. The most alarm­
ing, however, is the rumor that 
Simmons would include the 
Photoshopping and airbrush- 
ing of her ad photos within 
the company’s budget, forcing 
them to go thousands of dollars 
over their agreed amount due 
to Simmons’s size 10 figure. 
Included in the Photoshopping
(I) Kimora Lee Simmons walks on a runway for women’s health, (r) Simmons 
appears much thinner In a print ad for a fragrance
and airbrushing fees would be 
the usage of a body double, 
where Simmons's body would 
be replaced with the body of 
another model.
TTie Photoshopping trend 
within the photography world 
is nothing new. Once upon a 
time .when Adobe released 
Photoshop as the newest tech­
nological innovation to en­
hance digital photography, it 
was used to fix simple mistakes 
such as lighting issues or com­
mon blemishes on a model. 
Now, Photoshop has taken on 
its own form, a form compara­
ble to the fads of plastic surgery 
sans the stitches and gruesome 
recovery.
The effects of Photoshop 
aren’t just seen through the
obsession that celebrities and 
popular culture have with per­
fection, but also with dramatic 
physiological and psychologi­
cal effects that the youngest 
viewers of popular culture are 
experiencing.
Girl Guides Association, a 
UK-based organization that 
aims to encourage photo- 
shopped images to be labeled
as such, recently surveyed 
1,109 girls between the ages of 
11 and 21. Nearly 50% of girls 
ages 16 to 21 have considered 
surgery to enhance their looks 
based on the images they con­
stantly see, and 42% of girls 
ages 11 to 16 admitted that they 
closely watch what they eat.
“The ubiquitous nature of 
such Photoshopped pictures in 
celebrity magazines presents 
young girls with ‘unobtain­
able ideals’,” Liz Burnley, the 
head of Girl Guides Associa­
tion says. “We know how pro­
foundly they feel the pressure 
to conform to a particular body 
image and how badly they can 
be affected by these ideals.”
Photoshop hasn’t only af­
fected the ideals of beauty re­
garding shape or size, but it has 
trickled down to the sensitive 
subject of skin tone.
In 2009, when Grammy 
Award-winning singer Beyon- 
ce Knowles graced L’Oreal’s 
Feria haircolor magazine ads, 
something was a little off. Be- 
yonce appeared lighter than 
usual and many bloggers, such 
as Dodai Stewart of “Jezebel” 
speculate that marketers are 
changing the skin tones of their 
models to fit into society’s ideal 
of “the whiter, the more suc­
cessful”.
Vanessa Walter from The 
Guardian states, “Advertis­
ers may not be aware of how 
younger girls are influenced 
by images of women being air- 
brushed ever lighter, skinnier, 
blonder. L’Oreal has denied
that their actions were deliber­
ate, but nevertheless, another 
message, that the whiter you 
are the more successful you 
will be, has been sent.”
Men, like women, have also 
been affected by the deceiving 
plight of Photoshop. Maga­
zines have photoshopped many 
of their male models to add de­
tail to biceps or to create wash­
board abs. Some magazines 
have even gone as far as “pull­
ing a Kimora,” by using body 
doubles for their models to add 
sex appeal and a machismo 
aura. Due to these daunting im­
ages, there has been an alarm­
ing growth of Bigorexia, also 
known as the Adonis Complex, 
a psychological disorder where 
men become obsessed with the 
idea that they are or aren’t mus­
cular enough.
These ideals of beauty and 
perfection were absent in the 
hazy past of our parents and 
grandparents’ youth where be­
ing natural and curvy was the 
epitome of sexy and pictur­
esque. Women such as Marilyn 
Monroe and Lena Home graced 
the pages of magazines and they 
were the envy of all women. 
Men wanted to have the finesse 
and dignity of Sidney Poitier 
and Elvis Presley. In those days, 
it was easy - what you saw is 
what you got, nothing more or 
less. In today’s popular culture, 
you never know if that woman 
or man on the ad is real or if she 
or he is simply a figment of so­
ciety’s confused and delusional 
imagination.
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The technological wave that had boomed since 
the dawn of the first com­
puter in the 1970s and 1980s 
has not only revolutionized 
the way we communicate 
but also fosters a more in­
trinsic sense of closeness 
between people at all dis­
tances. Skype users can log 
in and make phone calls 
across the globe within sec­
onds but its use could be a 
lot more effective. Reaching 
real results in government 
policy has been one of the 
nation's biggest issues since 
its inception. Not taking ad­
vantage of the main medium 
people interact with makes 
this more difficult.
The difficulty itself lies 
not within refusing to use 
Skype, but in the fact Con­
gress has banned it for al­
leged security reasons. Sky­
pe, as a social media tool, 
allows the sharing of music 
files, photographs, docu­
ments and much more. The 
program allows multi-per­
son telephone conversations 
through the web. but cur­
rently only as one-on-one 
video conversations that are 
known as peer-to-peer (P2P) 
programs as stated by CNN. 
com. In 2006, a ban on all of 
the P2P programs on Capi­
tol Hill -- not Skype alone— 
was raised and Republicans
are behind abolishing this 
legislation because it is a 
matter of “security” and of 
cost effectiveness.
In 2008, the United States 
battled with the greatest 
economic downturn since 
the Great Depression and 
citizens are still feeling this 
today. The old adage from 
the Bible, Luke 12:48 goes 
as follows: “For to whomso­
ever much is given, of him 
shall much be required: and 
to whom men have commit­
ted much, from him they 
will ask the more.” The 
same goes for those vested 
in power for the good of the 
nation. These new imple­
mentations would increase 
the House’s overall effec­
tiveness. While the Repub­
licans, as mentioned earlier, 
posed no major adversity to 
change, to much surprise, 
the Democrats are the ones 
opposed to the reform.
While there is already a 
system for video conferenc­
ing in place in the House, 
its general usage and appli­
cations are antiquated and 
more importantly, rented. 
The rental fees for these 
products aren’t being paid 
for by the branches of gov­
ernment themselves; they 
are paid for by taxpayers’ 
money. Your money. As 
most know, Skype is a free 
program for web and video 
calls, and minutes can be 
purchased to make interna­
tional calls.
Financial security remains
a heavy national issue con­
sidering gas is still in the 
two dollar range, and eight 
million eggs are recalled. 
These problematic finan­
cial concerns should reso­
nate with lawmakers. At its 
best, money is something 
that can always be created, 
but should never be taken 
for granted because it isn’t 
a guarantee that all invest­
ments will yield promising 
results.
This is exactly what Sky­
pe is for Capitol Hill- an 
investment. Rental is by no 
means a long term applica­
tion for something. When 
students rent books, they 
rent them to use for a spe­
cific class and return them. 
If it is a book they want or is 
important enough, they pur­
chase it. From a number’s 
perspective, to continue 
to rent expensive material 
with money that is hard to 
come by makes less sense 
than purchasing something. 
Common sense tells most 
that, but then the question 
is raised: why would the 
nation’s Congress postpone 
something that would help 
them help us?
The length of the debate 
over this has reached a mini­
mum of four months. Some 
representatives have used 
it to connect to students or 
to video conference when 
they were not available to 
make a live appearance- 
-and it worked well for 
them. CNN reports, “Even
if the software is blocked on 
their desktops, lawmakers 
can use Wi-Fi networks, or 
their mobile phones, to get 
around the ban.” If Wi-Fi 
or mobile phones are all it 
takes to get around the leg­
islative ban of a government 
office, everyone should go 
home and double padlock 
their windows and doors, 
because the security risk 
that is such a major threat 
has been outdone by the 
same people who not only 
make the law, but by a click 
of a Wi-Fi button.
A lot of people have feed­
back to this matter on the 
Facebook social plug-in for 
CNN.com. David Powell 
had this to say regarding the 
matter: “WE THE PEOPLE 
can’t Skype our legislators, 
but the health insurance and 
oil executives have their 
personal cell phone num­
bers on speed dial. That’s 
the real reason why legisla­
tors are banned from using 
Skype-- their highest bid­
ders would have their power 
weakened.” So for those in 
power, this can serve as an 
open letter regarding the 
technological state of this 
nation. For those who have 
been given the power, the 
question has been presented: 
Why is Skype, a productive 
social and business medium, 
not acceptable for govern­
ment officials? Inquiring 
minds would like to know 
just that.
f
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Every semester, More­house students make 
their way over to Spelman 
College to take courses. 
Some are seeking a more 
co-ed environment, but most 
are seduced by the oh so at­
tractive fourth credit hour. 
Traditionally, Morehouse 
students have only been able 
to acquire that extra hour by 
taking courses at Spelman. 
but the Morehouse SGA is 
working hard to make the 
necessity of cross register­
ing a thing of the past.
For the past two years, 
the Morehouse SGA has 
been sedulously compiling 
a campaign to increase the 
amount of credits associated 
with courses at Morehouse 
from three to four. The SGA 
has chosen to advocate for 
this cause in order to make 
Morehouse a better institu­
tion and perpetuate its al­
ready illustrious prestige.
According to the United 
States Department of Edu­
cation, as of 2007 More­
house College has a 61% 
graduation rate. Also, a 
study by the Office of In­
stitutional Research deter­
mined that the college has 
an 85% retention rate. In
The Resurgence of the Spelman 
Spotlight
Kelly N. Harper
Associate Features Editor 
knharper08@yahoo.com
Since 1957, the Spelman Spotlight has reported 
and chronicled campus life 
at Spelman College and in 
the surrounding commu­
nity. However, the Spot­
light has struggled in recent 
years to produce consistent 
issues due to management 
and other problems. But 
this year, Editor-in-Chief 
Jasmine Leal-Taylor and 
her staff have created a 
powerful new campaign to 
revive Spelman's campus 
periodical.
Many who have matricu­
lated through Spelman Col­
lege and other neighboring 
institutions may have won­
dered if Spelman even had 
a newspaper.
Junior, Remy Green 
knew that a paper had to 
exist despite the absence of 
a heavy campus presence. 
“At such a top-ranking in­
stitution like Spelman, you 
w'ould expect an active and 
consistent paper. “I was a 
little surprised to see the 
infrequency of production, 
but I'm excited to hear that 
they are coming back with a 
vengeance,” Green said.
Last year, under the lead­
ership of Rebecca Clayton, 
SC '10, the Spotlight under­
addition to ranking More­
house as the number three 
HBCU in the country, U.S. 
News and World Report 
ranked Morehouse Col­
lege as the most expensive 
HBCU to attend, and also 
included Morehouse in the
66
With diligent work and 
commitment from the 
student body, these goals 
may be accomplished 
within the next two years 
—Brennan Hawkins, 
Senior Board Trustee
lowly “third-tier” ranking 
of liberal arts institutions.
As outlined in the Spring 
2010 Student Trustee Re­
port. the Morehouse stu­
dents in the SGA firmly 
believe that the addition of 
another credit hour would 
do quite a bit to combat 
these unfortunate statistics.
The report states, "In 
implementing such a sys- 
tem[.] extra time would 
have to be allotted to each 
class during the week, and
«
It’s important to have our 
own paper because we don’t 
go to Morehouse, and other 
newspapers don’t cover the 




went a structural overhaul 
that provided this year's 
staff with the foundation 
to propel the newspaper 
into new heights. Clayton 
strove to produce more is­
sues in the academic school 
year without compromising 
quality.
After handing the reins 
over to Leal-Taylor. Clay­
ton remains an advisor for 
the Spotlight. Leal-Taylor 
and Clayton interviewed a 
dozen Spelmanites to cre­
ate an all-new staff for this 
year. Leal-Taylor created 
new sections and revised 
the editorial staff structure 
to ensure a smoother edit­
ing trail, producing issues 
in a timely and efficient 
manner.
Leal-Taylor and Layout 
and Design Editor Kevin
a further justification from 
each course for the extra 
hour. It translates to [more] 
depth in exploration in our 
knowledge acquisition pro­
cess. This would not only 
go to significantly increase 
graduation and retention 
rates, but also 
place empha­
sis on qual­
ity instead of 
quantity in 





way in their 
quest for the 
elusive fourth 
credit hour. 
“In fall 2009, 
the campaign 
was presented 
to the Board 
of Trustees on the proposed 
merits of the switch,” Se­
nior Student Trustee Bren­
nan Hawkins said. “And in 
Spring 2010. the proposal 
was included in the Student 
Trustee Report among the 
list of top expressed con­
cerns.” In addition to these 
intra-government initia­
tives, the SGA also led a 
successful protest in April 
of 2010.




format of the 
Spotlight to 












are included to 
vary the aes­
thetic of the paper.
The opinions section has 
been renamed “The Fo­
rum,” and the revamping 
of the section is intended 
to highlight more contro­
versial and "hot topic” is­
sues. In the past, the section 
has only covered race and 
gender issues. The upcom­
ing volume has a noticeable 
shift in focus.
“We cannot call ourselves 
the voice of African-Amer­
ican womanhood, we must 
include a wider variety of 
student concerns. Not ev­
eryone wants to talk about 
race and dating in every 
single issue." Leal-Taylor 
said.
Additionally, the Spot­
light is attempting to in­
volve more students by
progress made by the SGA, 
students have been slightly 
discouraged by responses 
from Morehouse's admin­
istration. “The 4-credit hour 
campaign has not gained 
much traction with the ad­
ministration.” Hawkins 
said. “The primary impedi­
ments to the campaign seem 
to be an ambiguous presen­
tation of costs and benefits 
and the daunting process 
that the overhaul of an en­
tire credit system promises 
to entail."
A complete overhaul of 
Morehouse's well-estab­
lished three credit-hour sys­
tem is an arduous and time 
consuming task, to be sure. 
Right now, what the student 
government needs is sup­
port from both the More­
house administration and the 
Morehouse student body. 
“The objective of the cam­
paign [is] to gain serious au­
dience with members of the 
administration and to detail 
the necessary steps for frui­
tion,” Hawkins said. "With 
diligent work and commit­
ment from the student body, 
these goals may be accom­
plished within the next two 
years.”
creating sections dedicated 
to more student expres­
sion, including the poetry 
corner. To generate greater 
revenue, the Spotlight is 
expanding the advertising 
department to include cor­
porate powerhouses such as 
Verizon and Vitamin Water.
"It's important to have 
our own paper because we 
don't go to Morehouse, 
and other newspapers don't 
cover the issues that are 
most relevant to us," says 
Leal-Taylor. There is no 
other paper that covers our 
needs as Black women, and 
our paper aims to be a con­
tinuous voice for us.”
Leal-Taylor aims to pro­
duce the Spotlight semi­
monthly with a goal of 
eventually producing week­
ly. The paper is also trying 
to expand and develop their 
social networking presence, 
including the recent cre­
ation of a Facebook page 
and a Twitter account to 
provide frequent and cur­
rent updates to inform the 
student body.
Students interested in 
working with the “Spot­
light” are encouraged to 
visit Lower Manley Room 






Just a couple of weeks ago. the Class of 2014 
gathered in the International 
King Chapel to commence 
Operation Olive Branch, 
the first social mixer for all 
AUC freshmen. There were 
gray shirts as far as the eye 
could see and the air was 
full of excited chatter. As the 
chapel began to fill up with 
expectant students, it was 
difficult if not impossible to 
tell which students belonged 
to which school ... at first.
Before everyone had even 
finished coming into the cha­
pel. Spelmanites were doing 
their tell-tale open-palmed 
hand gesture; Morehouse 
students were throwing up 
"the house"; Clark Atlanta 
students held up their C’s 
proudly.
SOLs. NSOLs, and OGs
(student orientation leaders 
for each school) descended 
upon the rowdy students and 
castigated the new students 
for their blatant contradic­
tion of the overall mission 
of Olive Branch. But this 
scene of ardent school sup­
port brought one question 
to mind. Why can't More­
house, Spelman, and Clark 
Atlanta students be in the 
same space for more than 
five minutes without rivalry 
and school pride trumping 
social grace?
It could be argued that 
this rivalry has been brew­
ing since the late 19th cen­
tury. In 1883. Spelman Col­
lege moved to its present 
location; Morehouse Col­
lege followed in 1885. Al­
though Clark College came 
to the same area of town in 
1883 as well, it was not af­
filiated with Spelman and 
Morehouse. It was not until 
1929 that Atlanta University 
joined Spelman and More­
house to create the AUC— 
Clark College did not join 
until 1957.
The AUC has been to­
gether much longer than it 
was ever apart, but it still 
seems that those early years 
of exclusivity have partially 
informed the relationship 
between these three core 
schools, as this most recent 
Olive Branch has shown us. 
But what else constitutes 
this AUC rivalry? And will 
they ever be able to over­
come it?
The Maroon Tiger sat 
down with a few Morehouse 
students and listened to their 
perspective on the issue of
Join us for our first General 
Body Meeting on Thursday, 
September 2, 2010, in Nabrit- 
Mapp-McBay Lecture Room I at 
5:30pm.
AUC unity.
"It has been growing over 
the years.” senior Josiah 
Johnson said. "But a lot of 
people who graduated from 
Morehouse come back and 
push the rivalry."
Sophomore Cuthbert 
Cuffy said that he believed 
in the possibility of unity 
but that he personally en­
joyed the rivalry among the 
schools. Sophomore QuoVa- 
dis Gates had a completely 
different perspective.
“I don't see the rivalry 
much," Gates said. “Peo­
ple talk about it but it's not 
heavy. There are high school 
rivalries that are bigger than 
this.”
All three young men 
agreed that the rivalry be­
tween Spelman and Clark 
was much more emphasized 
than the rivalry between 
Morehouse and Clark.
"The rivalry between 
Spelman and Clark is heavi­
er," Cuffy said. "Guys don't 
usually act as petty and I 
think the girls are a bit more 
sensitive."
Johnson also chimed in on 
the matter, citing the ever-so 
popular instance of a wom­
an from Clark and a woman 
from Spelman finding out 
that they just so happen to 
be dating the same man of 
Morehouse.
When asked if gender was 
the core of the rivalry, how­
ever. all three gentlemen 
adamantly disagreed. They 
cited different perceptions 
of the schools as the major 
culprits; school rankings, 
hearsay, historic rivalry, and 
existing predilections are 
what turn these three insti­
tutions against each other, 
rather than “petty" feminine 
squabbles.
Johnson, Cuffy, and Gates 
also believe that progress 
in the way of AUC unity is 
possible.
“I have had a few experi­
ences in the airport when 
Clark, Spelman. and More­
house students will con­
verse." Gates said. "And in 
our home towns we bond.”
According to Gates. AUC 
members only express close­
ness when they are farthest 
away from the tie that binds 
them. Johnson believes that 
translating that connection 
to one that occurs while stu­
dents are in school is the key 
to advancing AUC unity:
"We just need to branch 
out and remember that once 
we get outside of these 
[gates], we're all in this to­
gether."
k
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What is the Morehouse Mystique? How do 
you describe it? After be­
ing here one year. I find that 
1 have not yet grasped its 
meaning. What about Mother 
Morehouse? Who is she. what 
does she do?
These two entities are the 
elusive themes constantly re­
ferred to at Morehouse Col­
lege. Every year at NSO and 
every Thursday at Crown 
Forum we are force-fed these 
same clichés. Even prospec­
tive students are bombarded 
with these infamous lines 
through brochures, websites, 
recruiters, and campus tours. 
Sayings like “Mother More­
house.” "the Morehouse Mys­
tique” and the Howard Thur­
man crown quote resonate 
strongly through the minds of 
students who call "Dear Ole 
Morehouse" home. But do we 
really understand what these 
sayings mean?
1 tend to think of the More­
house Mystique as a mysti­
cal force that hovers over the 
campus and executes her w ill 
over the student body, nurtur­
ing them into her perfect sons. 
As wonderfully ominous as 
that may sound, it only pro­
motes a student body that sits 
back and watches the magic. 
The Mystique gives the il­
lusion that the divinity of a 
Morehouse Man is every stu­
dent's fate here at 830 West- 
view Drive, and that we all 
will attain our crown one day.
Again, though this may 
sound like the prosperity doc­
trine of many gospel songs or 
the typical theme of most Dis­
ney movies, it is not realistic. 
It is an unhealthy mindset for 
a student to believe that the 
Mystique is slowly maturing 
him and that Mother More­
house is carefully watching 
out for her precious sons of 
royalty.
Even as students we tend 
to speak of Morehouse as a 
person, or living being, that 
is sitting on a throne with au­
thority over us: “Morehouse 
won't let you do this. More­
house is always doing that. 
Morehouse places a crown 
over your head.” As we con­
tinue to give Morehouse an 
identity through personality.
The Maroon Tiger is published weekly 
during the academic year at Morehouse 
College. Our goal is to maintain an 
independent editorial policy. Opinions 
expressed in The Maroon Tiger are solely 
the views of its staff and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of Morehouse College, 
its administration, or 77ie Maroon Tiger 
advisors. Commentaries solely represent the 
views ot the author and are not necessarily 
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all advertising to be correct but cannot 
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its outcome.
The Maroon Tiger welcomes your views on 
any public issue. We routinely edit letters 
for space and correct errors in spelling and 
punctuation. Letters as well as commentaries 
must be 300 words or less, typed, signed and 
should include a full address and telephone 
number.
qualities, actions and even a 
gender, we continue to lose 
sight of the truth.
That truth is that like any 
other college campus, the 
power of the school lies 
within the student body. The 
students fund this institution. 
It is our money that pays the 
salaries of the administra­
tors. professors and staff; our 
money that allows this place 
to operate from day to day. 
Morehouse employees work 
for the student body.
Beyond the cult-like cer­
emonies and the ancestral 
worship, this is an academic 
institution first. College is 
about education; its No. 1 
goal should be to successfully 
teach the student whatever 
knowledge he or she may 
seek. A college or university 
w ould not be so if there were 
no students there.
It's time for the Morehouse 
College student body to real­
ize that we wield the power 
and dictate what happens to 
us and our school. It is time 
for the Men of Morehouse 
to take back the power from 
the Mystique. Understand 
that this campus would be a 
decaying memorial if it were 
not for the students who at­
tend and. more importantly, 
fund this institution.
To clarify my point, I'm 
not saying death to the Mys­
tique. Nor am I saying it is 
totally nonexistent, rather the 
student body is the mystique. 
Through our actions on and 
off campus, our character, and 
the values we uphold, the stu­
dents who walk this campus 
are responsible for being the 
embodiment of this mystical 
force.
As paying students we 
shouldn't wait for the school 
to change, but be the visible 
and physical change we want 
to see. I believe a Man of 
Morehouse steps up and does 
what needs to be done, not 
wait for the Mystique to do it. 
Let's not focus on the myths. 
Let us focus on the man.
Anthony Galloway Jr. is 
a sophomore at Morehouse 
College. Majoring in stu­
dio art, Galloway aspires to 
become an architect after 
graduate school. He currently 
serves as the Freshmen Class 
Coordinator for the Bonner 
Office of Community Service.
Karen A. Bullock
Associate Opinions Editor 
xlovealise@gmail.com
6 6'VX 7Tiy not? Give me a 
VV good reason why I
can't call you.”
The answer: Apart from the 
fact that 1 hate cops, I find it 
weird to exchange numbers 
with the guy who checks my 
ID at the Morehouse gate ev­
ery day.
I was perplexed by his im­
propriety. Was I being sexually 
harassed or mildly annoyed, 
was the question at hand. I kept 
my reasoning to myself and re­
signed to a much less offensive 
shoulder shrug.
He further whined that he 
was a man with a job, while 
“these Morehouse dudes 
around here can't take you out 
and show you a good time.”
My thoughts: Among these 
dudes is the doctor my Mom 
sent me searching for when 
I was a mere eighth-grader 
crushing on good-for-nothings.
With the nonchalance that 
this man approached me with, I 
wondered if this could be clas­
sified as sexual harassment, 
or simply an uncomfortable 
situation in which a man's ego 
blinded him to the fact that he 
couldn't get my number in that 
uniform at that age.
1 was a bit confused about 
the rules. Should 1 report him 
to a supervisor or merely an­
nounce that I wasn’t interested?




To develop men with dis­ciplined minds who will 
lead lives of leadership and 
service. That is the mission 
of Morehouse College. The 
latter, however.only seems 
to be an aspect attributable 
to Greek Life, Bonner and 
Adams Scholars, and other 
scholarship recipients.
Each year entering stu­
dents are informed of what 
it means to be a Man of 
Morehouse or a Morehouse 
Man during New Student 
Orientation (NSO). Ac­
cording to President Rob­
ert Michael Franklin Jr., 
we are Renaissance Men 
with social consciences and 
global perspectives. We are 
men who are well-dressed, 
well-read, well-spoken, 
well-traveled and most of 
all, well-balanced. During 
Welcome to the House, our 
institution’s seven pillars of 
Awareness, Integrity, Truth, 
Compassion, Respect, Spiri­
tuality, and Academic Ex­
cellence are so eloquently 
orated to the masses - no­
tice, community service is 
missing.
When it comes time to in­
troduce the Bonner Office of 
Community Service (BOCS) 
during NSO, maybe 100 
freshmen are in attendance 
to a supposedly mandatory 
assembly. In response to this 
poor turnout, Dean of Fresh­
This encounter with an offi­
cer hasn 't been my only uncom­
fortable experience with men 
in authority. There's a security 
guard who chose this summer 
to confess that I was his favor­
ite library patron. “With your 
sexy self,” he added.
I’m definitely not the only 
woman on either Spelman or 
Clark Atlanta’s campus that 
has been inappropriately ap­
proached. I complained about 
this phone number situation 
on my Facebook. In turn, I re­
ceived many responses from 
classmates agreeing that the 
officer had gotten fresh with 
some of them. While we all 
agreed that it was inappropriate 
and creepy to have been solic­
ited by a member of campus 
staff, not one of us suggested
man Alvin Darden attempts 
to reiterate the college's 
commitment to service. 
He states how community 
service was and remains a 
cornerstone of Morehouse 
College and how it is unac­
ceptable for virtually no one 
to be in attendance.
But, if service was such an 
important part of Morehouse, 
when radio personality Mi­
It is those who are intrinsi­
cally motivated, though, 
that make the world go 
round. It is that deep down 
feeling of gratification and 
peace that sustains us, not 
monetary compensation.
chael Baisden came to More­
house hosting his One Million 
Mentors Tour, why were Men 
of Morehouse nowhere to be 
found? Furthermore, why is it 
that the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Metro Atlanta in still in 
need of a thousand Black male 
mentors when Morehouse is 
right around the comer?
It appears that with almost 
3,000 students, Morehouse 
has yet to attempt to aid ei­
ther cause, but community 
service is a cornerstone of
that the officer be reported.
When I told my guy friends 
about the situation they sug­
gested I ignore it. brush it off, 
etc. “Take it as a compliment,” 
many suggested.
I tried to explain that there is a 
difference between commenting 
on a woman’s stunning beauty, 
and expressing one's sexual at­
traction. It arises an equivalent 
amount of discomfort as expos­
ing erect genitalia every time 
your favorite sexy patron walks 
through the doors of the so aptly 
nicknamed "Club Woody."
I have found that the only 
way to help a man understand 
sex-based victimization is if I 
told him to imagine an older 
gay man hitting on him. They 
acquiesce. “Yeah, yeah, I guess 
you’re right” is their response.
our institution, they say. 
Over three-fourths of our 
students participate in com­
munity service is what the 
Morehouse brochure states. 
Our students are leaders and 
figures of the community is 
what is told to parents. The 
community we talk tedious­
ly about must be the one of 
selfish, heartless individu­








service is not 
something to 
be taken light­
ly. It is not and 
should not be 
used as pun­
ishment. Nor 
is it a quick, 
go-to option 
for a resident 
advisor's re­
quired enrich­
ment program. Community 
service is not something that 
you should be forced to at­
tend; neither should you ex­
pect a material reward from 
doing so. Service is about an 
intrinsic versus extrinsic mo­
tivation.
To be extrinsically mo­
tivated is to ask “What’s 
in it for me?” This form of 
motivation is the one that 
plagues the lives of Men of 
Morehouse. We are too often 
so concerned with what we
In the spirit of not wanting 
a man to lose his job, I told 
the supervising officer about 
my uncomfortable encounter, 
omitting his name. His super­
visor didn't take the matter 
lightly, which, I guess, is assur­
ance that it is inappropriate for 
one of our officers or security 
guards or maintenance workers 
to go asking for numbers from 
male or female students.
It is up to us students to make 
administration aware of any 
situation where we feel com­
promised, disrespected, or 
mistreated.
Karen Bullock is a gradu­
ating senior of Spelman Col­
lege. Majoring in English, 
Bullock hopes to further her 
literary accomplishments by 
becoming a full time writer.
can materially gain that we 
neglect the initial purpose of 
the act in the first place. We 
put ourselves on this golden 
pedestal. Seemingly try­
ing to reach the crown that 
Mother Morehouse holds 
above our heads, we neglect 
that from which we came, 
the shoulders upon which 
we stand, those who have 
not.
It is those who are intrinsi­
cally motivated, though, that 
make the world go round. It 
is that deep down feeling of 
gratification and peace that 
sustains us, not monetary 
compensation. The conver­
sations with the homeless in 
a soup kitchen, the smile of 
a child in need, the tears of 
an emotional mother - those 
are our rewards.
My brothers, it is time that 
we realize our lives are not 
our own, nor for our own 
pleasure. We live so that we 
may help another person live 
better. Men of Morehouse 
are not only well-balanced, 
well-dressed, etc., but Men 
of Morehouse are also men 
of service.
Tre’vell Anderson is a 
sophomore at Morehouse 
College. This year he serves 
as the sophomore intern for 
the BOCS Bonner Scholars 
Program. To become in­
volved in community service 
activities, visit Ms. Jackie 
Dugger in the BOCS on the 
fourth floor of the Leader­
ship Building or contact An­
derson via email.
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Why are you RUSHing?




Homosexual, bourgie, and ghetto - three simple words used to describe AUC in­stitutions.
Living in the AUC, students from all insti­
tutions hear several insults that are associated 
with their school on a daily basis.
Clark Atlanta is labeled as the ghetto, hous­
ing some of the most promiscuous women and 
uneducated men of the entire Atlanta Univer­
sity Center.
Spelmanites are unfairly depicted as snob­
bish lesbians who, if heterosexual, are set 
on marrying a Morehouse Man. And Men of 
Morehouse who do not overtly scream straight 
in their appearance are left with the relative 
offense of being called homosexual.
But let us assume these stereotypes are true. 
If in fact every student identifies with their in­
stitutional stereotype, what does it prove?
It proves that Morehouse, Spelman, and 
Clark Atlanta are all filled with societal re­
jects. It is the ignorant, promiscuous, ghetto, 
and homosexual that is frowned upon in soci­
ety. Though the negative likeness is apparent, 
why is it so difficult to look for the positives?
One would expect us, as the future of our 
nation and the Black community, to band to­
gether. I suppose that's the purpose of AUC 
unity. But, despite the kumbaya mentality be­
hind it, if we allow these distinguishing char­
acteristics of our people to divide us, unity is 
simply a hopeless thought.
As a woman of Clark Atlanta University, 1 
am insulted by the stereotypes placed upon 
all institutions. Understandably, some stereo­
types are out of pure sport. They, at times,
bring CAU students together, as it would with 
Morehouse and Spelman. During sporting 
events, it’s fun to have a healthy rivalry. The 
problem arises, however, when stereotypes 
prevent the AUC from prevailing as the loca­
tion of strong and illustrious HBCUs.
Each year, however, these stereotypes con­
tinue to persist through New Student Orienta­
tion (NSO). As an incoming freshman, I was 
taught that I was second to none. I was told 
that Morehouse and Spelman students think 
they are superior to me and I have to be on 
guard.
Regardless of the positive intentions behind 
this warning, I began seeing people as their 
institutional stereotype, not who they were. 
Each time my institution became the subject 
of discussion, I became defensive. Recogniz­
ing this, it took time for me to erase any nega­
tively related idea of Morehouse and Spelman 
from my mind. 1 now address people based 
upon their merit and their character, not where 
they chose to attend college. Such should be 
the goal of NSO.
Regardless of the partial truth in labels of 
the AUC, they do more damage than good. 
Above unfairness, these stereotypes ultimate­
ly ruin relationships between CAU, Spelman 
and Morehouse before they even start. One 
should really look at the vast similarities the 
AUC institutions have as opposed to the dif­
ferences. The division actually should be used 
as a device to unite.
Dionne Hopkins is a sophomore at Clark 
Atlanta University. Majoring in political sci­
ence, she was the freshman class representa­
tive for the CAU Political Science Association 





When one of Mother Morehouse’s sons declares that he attends this institution, 
he can either anticipate the encouraging shriek 
of excitement or a sorry facial contortion ex­
pressing complete oblivion. Nine times out of 
ten, the same broad questions will be posed. 
Her child may hear, “Why Morehouse?,” 
“What’s an HBCU?” or the ever popular, 
“Isn’t that the all boys school?”
If he is conversing with a slightly more in­
formed individual, more worthwhile conver­
sational starters will come to mind like “Why 
did you choose an HBCU,” “Why did you 
choose a liberal arts college?” or “Will you go 
Greek?.”
The answer to the latter question is one that 
intrigues many Men of Morehouse. The glitter 
that usually fools him into answering “yes,” 
is sprinkled from Hump Wednesdays, the step 
shows and the peaceful afternoons disturbed 
by chants, strolls and barks. His fascination 
deepens as he observes and contributes to the 
respect demanded by the letters and colors of 
the benches in the “Quad.” Whispers become 
rumors and friendships are forged by secret 
infatuations and desires to be “down with the 
bruhs.” But what the ignorant underclassmen 
will not see is the hidden fractures and un­
speakable acts that lie under those pretty line 
jackets.
Before taking a bite out of any banana, find 
out why their nationwide member intake was 
halted. Don’t pick up that candy cane unless 
you know all the uses for it. Beware of the 
dogs, because their bites marks won’t only 
leave you with rabies. Before hopping onto
a fraternity’s line, it is imperative to conduct 
some serious research. Visit the websites, 
speak with chapter members, and be in con­
cordance with their mission statements and 
visions. Because once you cross, you will be 
a walking representation of the fraternity. The 
public eye never closes and your every action 
will be scrutinized and publicized as the ac­
cepted norm for the entire cohort.
Many people will join a fraternity for the 
wrong reasons. Changing ones public percep­
tion, getting the girl, being granted free ad­
mission to campus activities, and the special 
treatment are all lucrative incentives to pledg­
ing. But what about the community service 
you’ll have sworn to perform? Or the chapter 
meetings you'll need to sit through? And the 
academic requirements you'll have to meet for 
consideration? Can you speak up loud enough 
to be the forefront leader or are you only brave- 
enough to lead a chant?
During this Greek interest season, remem­
ber the saying “Fools RUSH in.” When you 
RUSH to the Chapel and the subsequent 
breakout session, people will be watching. As 
you sit down and ask questions, someone will 
remember your face. And all it will take is one 
momentary lapse in judgment while under the 
critical eye of the yard to eliminate you from 
contention.
So before you press your Sunday’s best suit 
and saunter to the “Bruhs”’ meeting, ask your­
self one question, what are you really rushing 
for?
Jaleel D. Johnson is a sophomore Spanish 
and international relations double major at 
Morehouse College from Silver Spring, MD. 
He currently serves as the Senator of the Span­
ish Club. He plans on attending the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies.
Make Labor Day a 
Instead of a Day Off
By Hilda L. Solis, US. Sec 
retary of Labor
Fbr many college students, Labor Day means the end 
of a summer job (or summer 
fun), the start of a new school 
year, and perhaps the kickoff 
of the college football sea­
son. Historically, Labor Day- 
- which unlike other American 
holidays does not recognize 
any particular group, event, in­
dividual, or battle-celebrates 
workers, and their contribu­
tions to our nation.
But I think Labor Day is 
also a time to recognize the 
struggles of working people. 
Especially now, when—despite 
significant gains—workers and 
students are feeling more anxi­
ety than festivity.
It has taken a lot of work to 
get the economy headed on a 
path to recovery. This is not 
just the responsibility of the 
Labor Secretary’ or leaders in 
Washington. There is a role 
for everyone, including col­
lege students. Here are a few 
ways you can help:
Expand Your Circle. Since 
President Obama has made 
federal student aid-including 
Pell Grants-available to un­
employed workers, there will 
be more “non-traditional” 
students on campus. From 
the former auto worker study­
ing to be a nurse, to the single 
mother who is earning a degree 
at night or on weekends, there 
is no such thing as a “typical” 
college student anymore, as
workers re-enter academic in­
stitutions of all types to retool 
and retrain. That’s good for 
colleges, very good for work­
ers, and even better for you! 
Get to know fellow students— 
especially those that don’t ex­
actly look like you. You will 
never know how you can help 
each other.
Support Your Peers. You 
may also see more veterans 
of every age on campus. Stu­
dent veterans groups are form­
ing on campuses to provide 
peer-to-peer networks, spon­
sor events and activities, and 
make sure that veterans are 
successful at school, and later, 
at work. Learn more about 
how you can get involved in 
these efforts at studentvet- 
erans.org. And you can help 
yourself while helping others, 
too. Disabled American Veter­
ans (dav.org) offers a $15,000 
scholarship for volunteers who 
provide at least 100 hours of 
service to local VA Hospitals 
in a year. This is an excellent 
way to get invaluable experi­
ence and build your resume in 
the many high-growth careers 
in the health care industry.
Share Your Passion. My 
department runs Job Corps, 
one of the country's largest 
networks of residential edu- 
cational/vocational training 
programs. It helps more than 
100,000 young people a year 
learn a great career and earn 
a high school diploma. Many 
of the 123 Job Corps centers 
around the country have vol­
unteer opportunities (check out 
serve.gov). Find a Job Corps 
student who is interested in 
the same career as you are (our 
programs range form culinary 
arts to computers to construc­
tion) and become a mentor or 
tutor. The Serve.gov site can 
also help you find other vol­
unteer opportunities where 
the needs are greatest. The 
unemployment rate for people 
with disabilities is more than 
16 percent. Hundreds of or­
ganizations that serve this im­
portant community need your 
help in a variety of job skills 
and readiness programs. This 
is a great way for you to put 
your unique talents to work, 
hone your own skills, sharpen 
your focus, and help others.
Get “Green” Now. Earn 
Green Later. Get involved in the 
efforts to “green” your campus 
or community . . . community 
gardens, recycling initiatives, 
even solar and wind energy 
projects. We’re making sig­
nificant investments in a whole 
new American industry: clean 
energy. Our goal is to reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil 
and reenergize our manufactur­
ing sector—creating jobs today 
and jobs tomorrow.
I hope that you will make 
Labor Day 2010 a day on, 
instead of a day off. There’s 
nothing wrong with making 
time for barbeques and the big 
game, but let’s make time for 
each other, too. Let’s all do 
the work that will get America 
working.
\ \ \ X x \
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pawed By Go^te
Fes We Are!
Morehouse College, in partnership with Google is excited to announce a new 
improved student email system.
The benefits include:
- 6 Gigs Storage
- Spam and Virus Filtering
Search Engine 
Instant Message
Best of all, you will keep your current Morehouse.edu address, keeping you 
connected. More details to follow.
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66/^urT@!N$” is not 
V-^your typical rapper.
That isn’t in the over-gener­
alized “we are not the same 
I am a Martian” way that 
seems to be popular these 
days. He legitimately has 
followed a path that most 
hip-hop artists have not trav­
eled.
Most artists don’t have 
a major label deal, get co­
signed by Kanye West and 
are asked to open for 50 Cent 
only to drop music com­
pletely and work at a clothing 
store. CurT@!N$ did just that 
and returned to the game on 
his own terms with his own 
label (High Society Life).
This “Brooklynite” contin­
ues to be a trendsetter with 
his latest project, a series 
called “The Dissertation.” 
This series is a collaboration 
with the Black Scale brand 
that includes a special hood­
ed sweatshirt and t-shirt.
The first entry in this series 
is called “The Wu-Thesis” 
and CurT@ !N$ does the Sha- 
olin soldiers proud. If you’re 
looking for the more popular 
beats from the group’s debut 
such as “Protect Ya Neck,” 
“C.R.E.A.M.,” or “Method 
Man,” you won’t find them 
on this tape. CurT@!N$ 
chooses mostly lesser known 
beats to craft his dissertation 
on the Wu and delivers with 
a style reminiscent of Joe 
Budden but still unique.
He picks beats from Ghost-
face Killah’s “Ironman” 
(Fish, 260), GZA’s “Liquid 
Swords” (Shadowboxin’, 
Hell’s Wind Staff/Killah 
Hills 10304) and Method 
Man’s “Tical” (Release Yo’ 
Delf) among others. The 
mixtape is only 10 tracks 
yet despite its short length, 
CurT@!N$ focuses on song 
quality in each song.
Throughout the mixtape, 
Curt@!N$ laments the 
sad state of his Brooklyn 
neighborhood and that ef­
forts to bring in new busi­
ness (The Gentrification) 
are ultimately falling short. 
One of his most masterful 
bits of wordplay is found in 
the song “Crown Heights 
11213” where he references 
the Bible in a metaphor for 
the drug game: “If it wasn’t 
no caine we wouldn’t be 
able, even Noah pitched 
two birds out...and brought 
back the green.”
The mixtape has fea­
tures from Dom Kennedy 
(2 Sports Cars) and Diz Gi­
bran (Get It), and ends on 
a humorous note with the 
track “The Message.” The 
song ends with audio from 
01’ Dirty Bastard’s infamous 
speech at the 1998 Grammys 
when he claimed, “Puffy is 
good but Wu-Tang is best!”
The mixtape is a great ad­
dition to any hip-hop fan’s“ 
library and especially for any 
die-hard Wu-Tang Clan fan 
that wants to hear a new voice 
over some classic tracks. The 
mixtape can be found on just 
about any hip-hop blog site 
and on CurT@!N$’ website.
Bryson Green : AUC Artist Spotlight
Taylor Williams
Associate A & E Editor
taylor_antonio_williams@yahoo.com
What is the first thing that comes to mind when someone men­
tions Oklahoma City? Most people 
would say Kevin Durant and probably 
stop there. Morehouse student Bryson 
Green is trying to change this. A ju­
nior business marketing major from 
the aforementioned city, Green is on a 
mission to put his city on the map.
Inspired by Kanye West’s smash al­
bum “Late Registration,” Green start­
ed producing his own beats during his 
sophomore year of high school. Green 
makes heavy use of sampling, just as 
West often does. It started out as just 
a hobby for Green and some of his 
friends.
“It was just a little thing I did; I would 
let my boys freestyle over the beats I 
made” Green said. “I was heavy into 
sampling. I started to rap over some of 
the beats I made and I saw myself im­
proving and I said, ‘Why not?”’
At that moment Green became se­
rious about his craft. In Oklahoma 
City, Okla., there isn’t much of a mu­
sic scene. This fact alone would deter 
most artists from trying to make it big, 
but Green used this to his advantage.
“Oklahoma is like a little pocket in 
middle of America, it’s not the Mid­
west and it’s not the South, it’s the 
castaway city, we have no regional 
sound,” Green said. “It allowed me to 
build my own palette.”
Green noted that his favorite al­
bums during middle school were “Ste­
vie Wonder’s Greatest Hits,” “2pac’s 
Greatest Hits,” and Eminem’s “Mar­
shall Mathers LP.” Green’s diverse 
musical tastes allowed him to build his 
own sound and grab a little bit from 
everywhere.
After high school, Green originally 
had plans of attending Columbia Uni­
versity in New York. He wanted a wid­
er audience for his music and to be a 




soon changed his 
mind and decided 
to attend More­
house College.
His mother has 
been there every 
step of the way.
“My mom is one 
of my biggest he­
roes; she [is] really 
supportive of me 
and my dreams”
Green said. “I told 
her I wanted to do 
music and she was 
like ‘let’s get it.’”
Green’s love for 
music has allowed 
him to explore dif­
ferent genres and 
pull something 
away from all of 
them, making his 
sound one of a 
kind. He takes real 
life experiences 
and uses them as 
inspiration for 
his songs to cre­
ate something 
he calls “Reality 
Rap.” On a track, 
entitled “What­
ever,” Green talks 
about his strug­
gles of becoming 
a rapper, finding 
success, and ad­
dresses some of 
his doubters.
“One day I was in the studio and I 
just locked myself in the booth and I 
just started spazzing, it was the first 
record where I found my area” Green 
recalled. “I say on the track ‘the top it 
seems so far, but not on this night,’ it 
wasn’t about one night but like a sea­
son of our lives. Once you get to the 
top there is a drop, but it is all worth 
it in order to get to the top. It’s about 
really having a drive and not being 
afraid to fall.”
Green had many of other notable 
tracks that my ears were lucky enough 
to hear. He will soon be releasing a 
mixtape entitled “Oklahomecoming,” 
which will be free to the masses during 
the week of homecoming. Until then, 
Green’s music is available for down­
load at Loveaffairwithfootwear.com.
“I believe music can heal, it crosses 
every boundary. It’s about changing the 
world,” Green said. “I’m going to use 
it as a vehicle to change the world.”
Most Anticipated Albums of 2010
questio.
RUSf^laster
weownspotlight @ morehouse .edu
1. Are you financial?
2. Or does she tell you that they're out at lunch all 
day too?
3. What do you think of this year's MMW court?
4. Is it us or is she a little too SPACEy?
5. Or is it that she'pi
6. Did you RUSH ti
7. How long did it takj 
cancelled?
8. Why is the class of 
anyway?
9. Did you LEAD the^ck to the BOA auditorium?
10. Is anybody even going to have a line this year?
11. How large is the autumn wind?
12. Have any of the 2014 kids been recruited by the 
trunk boyz?
13. Why are they still violating the dress code?
14. What about that thing with the Fantasia bob cut?
15. A faCebook status, really?
16. Who's really on your team besides your "little 
bros?"
a family that PREYS together? 
hat we have a competitor known as 
Topics"?
ow we have a MOLE in their 
?
20. Who actually reads their paper anyway?
BONUS: Will you be at the general body meeting this 
Thursday at 5:30pm in Nabrit McBay Lecture Room I?
17. Soar
18. Did you 
the "Tren




to realize it was
13 so thirsty to be
Bianca D. Alston
Staff Writer
balston3 @ scmail .spelman.edu
Though the institutions of the AUC have resumed 
classes following a rap/hip- 
hop chart-topping summer, 
the influx of quality music 
is expected to continue. The 
2010-2011 school year prom­
ises to be an explosive one 
musically, with both break­
out artists and old favorites 
set to release new material in 
the next nine months.
Following the certified 
platinum album release of 
her Young Money label-mate 
Aubrey “Drake” Graham, 
Nicki Minaj’s debut album, 
“Pink Friday,” is due to be 
released November 23 of 
this year. The Trinidad bom, 
Queens, N.Y. raised MC first 
gained mass popular appeal 
after tracks from her third 
mixtape “Beam Me Up Scot­
ty” received both BET and 
MTV coverage.
Minaj has already released 
two singles from the album: 
“Massive Attack,” a collabo­
ration with rapper/songwrit- 
er/producer Sean Garrett, 
and “Your Love,” her most 
successful single to date, re­
ceiving both airplay all over
the country and earning the 
number 7 spot on Billboard’s 
Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs 
Chart. The third single from 
the album “Right Through 
Me” is scheduled to be re­
leased closer to the album 
release date.
Love him or hate 
him, no one can deny Kanye 
West’s place among hip-hop 
royalty. Despite the contro­
versy that constantly sur­
rounds him, fans around the 
world have been waiting for 
West to release some mate­
rial since his 2008 platinum 
selling “808s & Heartbreak.”
Stylistically different from 
his first three albums, 808s 
received relatively good re­
views from critics but faced 
widely different ones from 
his fans expecting that “old 
Kanye” style of clever word­
play and quick metaphors. 
An incomplete version of 
his first single “Power” 
was leaked, forcing West to 
quickly create a visual com­
ponent he called “a moving 
painting,” as opposed to a
music video.
Approaching the release 
of his fifth studio album, 
both fans and critics are cu­
rious to see what West plans 
to do. On a Ustream broad-
cast earlier this month, West 
stated that the album would 
be released “sometime in 
November.”
It was no surprise to fans 
that the newly freed and self 
proclaimed “King of the 
South,” Clifford “T.I.” Har­
ris, Jr. would quickly return 
the studio to begin work on 
his seventh studio album 
“King Uncaged.”
T.I., who completed his 
prison sentence just over 
five months ago, has pushed 
back the release date for his 
album at least twice to focus 
his energies on the debut of 
his movie “Takers.”
While fans and critics are 
still anxious to hear what’s 
to come from him, they’re 
slowly but surely losing in­
terest. As of now, “King 
Uncaged” has no official re­
lease date despite a promise 
of completion by the end of 
the year. Collaborations on 
the album have been said 
to include his label-mate 
B.O.B., Kanye West, Lady 
Gaga and Trey Songz.
His first single, “Got Your 
Back,” featuring singer Keri 
Hilson, debuted No. 38 on 
the Billboard charts and No. 
48 on Canada’s charts. The 
second single has yet to be
announced but most doubt 
T.I.’s ability to continue to 
make number one albums.
Last but certainly not least, 
will be one of the freshest fac­
es on a brand new record label. 
Sure, the label was founded 
by well known and respected 
Shawn “Jay-Z” Carter, but 
the bar has definitely been set 
high for Jermaine “J. Cole” 
Cole, an up and coming rap­
per who was the first artist to 
sign a contract with the new 
Roc Nation label.
Best known for his verse 
on the track “A Star is Bom” 
which appeared on Jay-Z’s 
most recent album “The Blue­
print 3,” J. Cole has since 
worked with Wale, Mos Def, 
B.O.B. and Talib Kweli on 
other projects. He is reported 
to be working with producers 
No I D., Pharrell Williams, 
and Salaam Remi for his de­
but “Cole World” set for re­
lease on October 26.
Other albums slated for 
a late 2010 release include 
Young Jeezy’s “TM 103,” 
Trey Songz’ “Please, Pain 
and Pleasure,” Ne-Yo’s “Li­
bra Scale” and Kid Cudi’s 
“Man On The Moon II: The 
Legend Of Mr. Rager.” Keep 
your eyes out for these highly 
anticipated albums.
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Sometimes even when you lose no one you can 
still become worse. This 
may be the case the Atlanta 
Hawks face for the upcom­
ing 2010-2011 NBA season. 
Although the Hawks re­
signed their all-star shoot­
ing guard Joe Johnson.they 
still may only be the fourth 
or fifth best team in the 
Eastern Conference.
After their best season in 
over a decade and a fourth 
consecutive season of im­
provement hopes were high 
for Atlanta in the playoffs. 
However, after struggling 
in a seven game series 
w'ith the gritty Milwaukee 
Bucks, and then being tram­
pled in a four game sweep 
at the hands of the Orlando 
Magic, ownership made 
what some would consider 
to be a panic filled decision.
They decided to fire head 
coach Mike Woodson after 
three consecutive trips to 
the playoffs that started in 
2008 with the memorable 
first round series against 
the eventual NBA Champi­
on Boston Celtics that went 
seven games.
The man who was chosen 
to replace Woodson would 
be former NBA player and 
assistant coach Larry Drew. 
Drew is now given the same 
cast of characters Woodson 
had. but his expectations 
may be even higher. Atlanta 
is no longer a surprise in the 
Eastern Conference and after 
that horrible loss to Orlando 
where the team appeared dis­
interested at times, fans in 
Atlanta will be highly critical 
of the team this season.
A lot of the criticism will 
be directed at the aforemen­
tioned Joe Johnson. During 
that second round series 
against Orlando after a hor­
rible game three loss, John­
son said “It's about us in 
this locker room. We could 
care less if they showed up 
or not." Of course. Johnson 
tried to backtrack on the 
statement, but after being 
signed to the only maximum 
contract of the Summer of 
2010. Johnson will have to 
back up every penny of the 
$119 million given to him.
Johnson deserves a lot 
of skepticism because al­
though he averages 21.3 
during the regular season, 
he has a tendency to fade
to the background in the 
clutch. Last season, a lot of 
big shots and fourth quarter 
plays were ran for eventual 
Sixth Man of the Year Jamal 
Crawford. Johnson must 
display that killer instinct 
that many say he lacks in 
order to justify what some 
would call a “ridiculous” 
deal.
Even with a new coach 
and a criticized star, there 
is still hope for Atlanta. The 
Hawks return all 10 players 
from their rotation last sea­
son and add another scorer 
in rookie Jordan Crawford 
out of Xavier. Crawford 
wowed the country during 
the NCAA tournament as 
many saw his amazing per­
formances against Minne­
sota where he scored 28 and 
the memorable 32 point ef­
fort in a 2-OT game against 
Kansas State.
The biggest concerns for 
the Hawks are at the point 
guard and center posi­
tions. Although Mike Bib- 
by is serviceable and still 
a knock down shooter, his 
age is starting to show as 
he was exposed in the play­
offs against the younger, 
quicker Brandon Jennings 
of Milwaukee and Jameer 
Nelson of Orlando. A1 Hor- 
fod is an all star center, but 
does not possess the size to 
stop the likes of Orlando’s 
Dwight Howard who domi­
nated Horford during the 
four game sweep.
Atlanta had their eye on 
center Shaquille O'Neal, 
but O'Neal decided to take 
his services to Boston and 
try and win a fifth ring with 
the Eastern Conference 
Champions who only came 
up a few points short of win­
ning their second champi­
onship in three years. Also 
Miami’s free agent signings 
of LeBron James and Chris 
Bosh to go alongside Dwy­
ane Wade have catapulted 
the Heat to the top of the 
conference and therefore 
pushed the Hawks down a 
notch in the minds of most 
fans.
The best news for Atlan­
ta is that there are still 82 
games that remained to be 
played and that’s where ev­
erything will be settled. If 
new head coach Larry Drew 
can get Atlanta playing a 
little faster and using their 
athleticism to their advan­
tage, maybe the Hawks can 
reach the 50-win plateau 
once again.
0
7:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. New York Mets' (ESPN)
Turner Field
7:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. New York Mets
Turner Field
6:00 p.m. Morehouse College vs. Fort Valley State University
Fort Valley, GA
7:45 p.m. (24) Oregon St. vs. (6) TCU (ESPN)
Fort Worth, TX
8:00 p.m. (21) LSU vs. (18) North Carolina (ABC)
Georgia Dome
8:00 p.m. (3) Boise St. vs. (10) Virginia Tech (ESPN)
Blacksburg, VA
7:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. St. Louis Cardinals
Turner Field
8:30 p.m. New Orleans Saints vs. Minnesota Vikings (NBC)
New Orleans Superdome
7:35 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. St. Louis Cardinals
Turner Field
3:30 p.m. (20) Florida State vs. (7) Oklahoma (ABC)
Memorial Stadium
3:40 p.m. (13) Miami (FL) vs. (2) Ohio State (ESPN) ;
Ohio Stadium
4:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. St. Louis Cardinals (Fox)
Turner Field
7:00 p.m. Morehouse College vs. Lane College i
Atlanta, GA
7:00 p.m. (19) Penn State vs. (1) Alabama
Tuscaloosa, AL
1:00 p.m. Atlanta Falcons at Pittsburgh Steelers (Fox)
Heinz Field
8:05 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. St. Louis Cardinals (ESPN)
Turner Field
8:20 p.m. Dallas Cowboys at Washington Redskins (NBC)
FedEx Field
7:00 p.m. Baltimore Ravens vs. New York Jets (ESPN)
Xeiv Meadowlands Stadium S
7:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. Washington Nationals
Turner Field
10:15 p.m. San Diego Chargers vs. Kansas City Chiefs
Arrowhead Stadium
7:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. Washington Nationals
Turner Field
12:10 p.m. Atlanta Braves vs. Washington Nationals
Turner Field
NCAA Football Week One Preview




( 15) Pittsburgh at Utah
The 2010 NCAA football 
season begins Thursday with 
one of the most interesting 
matchups between the Pitts­
burgh Panthers and Utah Utes. 
Both teams were BCS con­
tenders last year and finished 
the season with 10-3 records. 
Pittsburgh finished 17th in the 
final BCS standings, while 
Utah wound up 24th.
Pittsburgh running back 
Dion Lewis looks to improve 
upon last season, when he 
was just a yard shy of having 
an 1,800-yard and 18-touch- 
down season his freshman 
year. Look for Lewis to have 
an impressive game on the 
ground against a Utah de­
fense that gave up 138 rush­
ing yards a game last season.
In Utah's defense, they 
have a solid offense that will 
be led this year by sophomore 
quarterback Jordan Wynn, 
who took over halfway 
through last year. Utah also
boasts about two stellar run­
ning backs. Eddie Wide and 
Matt Asiata.
Saturday Games
(24) Oregon State at (6) TCU
Saturday, Sept. 4, at 7:45 
p.m. in Arlington. Texas, is 
where the first matchup of 
ranked teams will take 
place when the Homed 
Frogs of Texas Chris­
tian University go 
head to head with 
the Beavers of Or­
egon State.
TCU's current 
ranking is the 
highest pre-sea- 
son ranking in its 
history' and would
be the highest non- 
BCS conference rank­
ing if it weren't for the 
Broncos in Boise, Idaho.
The Homed Frogs’ national 
championship hopes ride on 
the wave of Andy Dalton. 
The quarterback, who was 
the 2009 Mountain West Of­
fensive Player of the Year, led 
TCU's offense to the top of the 
rankings, seventh in total of­
fense and fifth in scoring.
Oregon State, ranked 24th 
in this year’s pre-season polls, 
hopes to get that number even 
lower by season’s end with 
the help of Jacquizz Rodgers. 
At 5’7” and 191 pounds, he 
is hardly the obvious choice
for best r u n -
ning back in the nation, but if 
you have ever seen him with 
a football you would under­
stand. If Rodgers can some­
how improve on his 1,400- 
plus mshing yards and 21 TDs
of last season, the Beavers are 
a team to be reckoned with.
(21) LSU vs. (18) North Caro­
lina
The first prime-time game 
of the season begins at 8 p.m. 
at the Georgia Dome with 
the LSU Tigers battling 
the North Carolina Tar 
Heels in the Chic-fil- 
A Kickoff Game. 
North Carolina 
has high hopes 





strength is on 
the defensive
side of the ball, 
led upfront by 
NFL caliber defen­
sive linemen in Robert
Quinn and Marvin Aus­
tin. Both Austin and Quinn 
were All-ACC first teamers 
combining with 94 tackles, 
25 for a loss, and 15 sacks. 
UNC also has one of the best 
secondaries in the nation 
and features senior Kend- 
ric Burney, who intercepted
five passes last season and 
amassed 200 yards returning 
them.
LSU is trying to regain its 
title as the best in the SEC 
West. After years of reign­
ing atop the SEC West stand­
ings, LSU took a humbling 
back seat to Alabama last 
year and this year doesn't 
look any easier. LSU will 
rely heavily on its defense 
again this year, with only 
four key returning starters 
leading the team. The only 
standout on LSU’s roster is 
cornerback Patrick Peterson, 
who last season had 43 tack­
les, 13 deflections and two 
interceptions.
Monday Game
(3) Boise State vs. (10) Virginia 
Tech
The Virginia Tech Hoakies 
square off against the Boise 
State Broncos on Labor Day 
at FedEx Field in possibly 
the highest anticipated game 
on the 2010 college football 
opening schedule.
The preseason ranking for 
Boise State is their high­
est in school history. Last 
year's final rankings had 
Boise State at the same po­
sition after going a perfect 
14-0 and defeating TCU in
the Fiesta Bowl. This year, 
however, they plan to ex­
ceed last year’s production 
by returning 21 starters, in­
cluding a potential Heisman 
candidate in quarterback 
Kellen Moore. Moore, who 
accumulated 3,536 yards 
and 39 TDs in 2009, is sur­
rounded by arguably the best 
receiving corps in the coun­
try led by Austin Pettis and 
Titus Young, who combined 
for 24 touchdowns.
Virginia Tech went 10-3 
through 2009 and ended the 
season in a rout of Tennessee 
in the Chic-fil-A Bowl, but 
they come into this season 
with national title aspirations 
of its own. Those aspirations 
sit squarely on the shoulders 
of the all-everything senior 
QB Tyrod Taylor. Last sea­
son Taylor threw for more 
than 2,000 yards, a thou­
sand yard increase from his 
sophomore season, but re­
mains a threat running with 
the ball after totaling over 
1,000 rushing yards these 
last two seasons. Combine 
Taylor with the two-headed 
monster they have at tailback 
with Ryan Williams and Dar­
ren Evans, and Virginia Tech 
has one of the most dynamic 
backfields in the nation.
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